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KERALA MULTI SPORT  

BEACH FESTIVAL 2014 
An initiative of Rashtriya Life Saving Society (India) supported by 

the Australian Sports Commission, Government of Australia and 

Directorate of Sports and Youth Affairs, Government of Kerala 
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¶ The Kerala Multi Sport Beach Festival was organized by the Rashtriya Life Saving Society (India) and Surf Lifesav-
ing Australia from 26th Feb to 2nd March 2014. The event was supported primarily by the Australi-
an Sports Commission, Government of Australia with some support received from the Directorate of Sports and 
Youth Affairs, Government of Kerala. 

 

¶ The eventôs success has paved the way for future synergy in development of sports and tourism in the State of Kera-
la. The event was attended by 475 athletes of which 171 were girls, over a 200 officials and volunteers from differ-
ent sporting disciplines and organisations from Kerala and parts of India. The event provided different groups an op-
portunity to showcase their potential and strengths to interested decision makers in the Government, Corporate and 
Public who now are looking at this event model and trying to scope key areas of association. It is estimated that the 
event was witnessed by over 25,000 people over the 5 days that it was conducted.  

 

¶ It is estimated by the World Health Organisation that over 1 million people die due to accidents and injuries every 
year. Indian people lack the understanding of safety and this behavioral factor is primarily responsible for people 
placing themselves and their families in danger which result in accidents and injuries. One of the biggest takeaways 
for the Rashtriya Life Saving Society (India) was that this event created an opportunity to encourage the masses, 
especially children and youth to participate in lifesaving sports and therefore enroll to undergo training as lifesavers. 
Pushing such events will in itself create a large force of aware people who can save lives and reduce the human at-
trition in India. 

 

¶ This was the first of its kind event where athletes from elite federations and NGOôs competed together on the beach. 
Whilst the children from Naz Foundation and Magic Bus got an opportunity to share skills and techniques with some 
of the top teams in Beach Soccer and Volleyball, the elite athletes from Kerala also got an opportunity to understand 
the challenges that many others across the country have in exercising their basic right to play. 

 

¶ The participation of Surf Life Saving Australia in the success of this event was pivotal. Don Marsh and Stephanie 
McGuiness who are both volunteers and óclubbiesô in Surf Life Saving Clubs in Australia spent 2 weeks before and 
during the event to help RLSS (I) in setting up the event. They shared their experience from Australia and made it 
possible for the organizers to take notice of the subtle nuances that made the event a bigger success. The exchange 
of cultures that took place as part of the daily routine during the event amongst this group has become an invest-
ment for the future. This volunteer exchange program built capacity through training of officials (Officials Conference 
was conducted by Don Marsh on 25

th
 Feb 2014). 

 

¶ The event was inaugurated by Adv. Smt. K Chandrika, Mayor of Trivandrum. In her opening address, she welcomed 
all present to her city and mentioned the using free spaces on the beach for structured sports as an excellent initia-
tive. óIt is important that our beaches remain free, clean and safe for our citizens,ô she mentioned. Speaking at the 
function, Mr. Stuart Campbell, Deputy Consul General from Australian High Commissionôs Chennai Office expressed 
his pride in being able to support such an event. He explained the importance that sport plays in the Australian cul-
ture and was happy that RLSS (I) and SLSA were able to recreate that same passion amongst the people at Shang-
hamukham Beach. Over 5000 people were present during the inaugural evening of the event and were audience to 
the spectacle of sports under lights. This display of sporting spirit lasted for 5 days and had over 25,000 spectators 
during the period despite 2 evenings of tropical rainfall which threatened to take the luster away from the event. 

 

¶ In summary the Kerala, the Kerala Multi Sport Beach Festival 2014 achieved 2 most important things. It was able to 
sensitise the people of Kerala to the importance of sport and acquiring the skills to save lives and was able to bring 
to the attention of the key decision makers in high places of the need for such initiatives to be supported as deliver 
tangible outcomes for the population as a whole.  

 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Right:  Girls from Naz Foundation playing Beach Netball at Shanghamukham 
Beach  
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